What Materialism Means
both in Russia and this country, are unquestionably
materialist. The materialist creed is an integral
element in orthodox Marxianism, and if, therefore,
the new civilization in our country is built on
Marxian orthodoxy, it will be deliberately material-
ist in character.
But does it matter very much whether the new
civilization is based on religion or on materialism?
Are the Marxists right when they urge that it is
intensely important that men should be freed from
the old religious fairy stories? That is the question
any seeker after truth will naturally ask, and he
may not be quite sure as to the answer.
He may indeed have considerable doubt as to
whether the issue is more than an abstract philo-
sophical problem which has no relation to concrete
action. He will ask whether, after all, men are going
to behave very differently according to whether
they believe that the universe was created on a
plan or that creation was an accident. Will human
conduct and the ordinary social relationships be
affected by materialism? Will the good or bad
nature of the new civilization be determined by
the question whether it is founded or not on
religious principles? That is the issue we have first
to face.
Let us be honest about it. It is worth uttering this
word of warning, for many people become extremely
hypocritical when they approach this subject. Most
of us have friends who denounce Russia because it
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